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	ECHO CUP FINAL 2007

Otters recently performed superbly at Everton Park to secure a 5th place overall out of the top 8 clubs on Merseyside. Considering that Otters didn’t qualify for the final at all only 2 years ago the improvement in the team in such a short space of time is remarkable. There were fantastic individual performances across all age groups but once again it was the team spirit that shone through and secured the points. 

Many thanks also to all the parents who showed tremendous support throughout.                                                                                  



	CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL 2007

This year the committee have decided the final will be held across 2 days.

SUNDAY 25 NOVEMBER warm up 3pm 

MONDAY 26 NOVEMBER warm up 6.30pm.

Therefore, there will not be any training sessions on these dates.

Those swimmers who have qualified for the final are identified on the board and on the website under the members section.

The 5 qualifying galas have been a real success and it is our intention to have 6 swimmers lined up for every event in the final wherever possible. If your child cannot attend for whatever reason then please notify us immediately so that a “reserve” can take your place.

Each year, when the finalists are declared, we often have queries from parents as to why their child has not qualified in the final. The rules are quite clear and are on the website under the galas/club galas link. 

If anyone is still confused then please see Elaine or Kevin.
Reminder: No parents are allowed on the poolside or in the shower area during the Finals.
OTTERS WEBSITE                            
www.ormskirkotters.co.uk
The website has been up and running now for over 6 months and is continually being developed. The next stage is the creation of a “Members section”. This will restrict certain information (such as swimmers times achieved in the various galas) to members of the club alone. 

Once you are set up as a member you will log on with your email address and password. The password will be “otters” and it is then your responsibility to change this password to one of your own choice. In order to become a member please leave your details at the desk. Then try in the following few days to access the members area.

	
	SQUAD SWIMMERS 2007/2008
As announced in the last newsletter the M&D League is now underway. See dates above.
Microleague 2008
The 2008 Microleague will begin in March and consists of 4 galas.

Any squad swimmers who cannot attend any of these galas must notify the Team Manager as soon as possible, so that other swimmers can be selected. As there is so much notice given the only non attendance should be as a result of sickness.
My First Echo Cup Experience
At first I was overwhelmed by the whole occasion, but when I caught sight of the sea of green Otters supporters I began to relax and felt proud to be part of the team. The Parade was amazing, especially in the gym hall shouting and cheering for Otters at the top of my voice! Thank you to all the parents and friends who supported us, we certainly knew you were there!

Lauren Massey.


	AGE GROUPING FOR GALAS

The age group that swimmers compete in has been further complicated recently. The system was fairly simple in the past ie whatever the swimmers age was at 31 December. For instance, if you were 10 on December 31st 2007 then you would swim against 10 year olds all through 2007.

However, due to a change in ASA laws the age grouping is now different. In summary the main galas Otters are involved in are as follows:-
ECHO CUP:- Age is at the date of the final (In 2007 this was October 28th)

MICROLEAGUE:- Age is at the date of the national final (In 2007 this was Sunday November 25th)

MERSEYSIDE & DISTRICT: - Age is at 30 June (the conclusion of the league season. So for the 2007-08 season that has just commenced this will be the swimmers age at 30 June 2008)

TADPOLE LEAGUE:-Age is at that date of the final gala (November 16th)

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP:- Age at 31 December
If you have any queries about this, or any other issues please complete the tear off strip below and hand it in at the desk, or use the ‘contact us’ facility on the website so that we can discuss them at our next committee meeting.



………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
I would like the following issues discussed at the Committee Meeting on 22nd November.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Signed…………………………………………………..Child’s Name………………………………………………………..

I Can/Cannot attend.


















Diary Dates


November


Saturday17th- M&D GALA 2 Neston warm up 6pm.





Thursday 22nd -Committee Meeting in the café area. All parents and carers welcome.





Sunday 25th and Monday 26th-


Club Championship Finals.





January 2008


27th M&D GALA 3


St. Helens, 2.30pm warm up.





February 2008


Presentation Evening.



































Please visit our website at www.ormskirkotters.co.uk


