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	              Shrimps Gala 2008
Otters competed in the Southport Shrimps gala against 5 other teams at Everton Park in February. The galas were all relays and were an excellent opportunity for our 8 and 9 year olds to taste the experience of their 1st competitive gala for Otters. Many thanks for the sheer effort put in by all of the swimmers and particularly some of the boys who have only just joined the club and were asked to swim in 7 or 8 races. Well done to everyone who took part!!


	Thank You From the Howarth Family
Many thanks to everyone for their genuine concern and support on Saturday 23rd February following the Shrimps gala at Everton Sports Park- I don’t know how I would have coped without you all at such a shocking time.

Many thanks also for the beautiful flowers-my faith in human nature has now been restored.

Anna, Jacob, Brian and I are both proud as well as fortunate to be part of such a caring swimming club.

Heartfelt thanks,

Tracey Howarth.
	
	 Lancashire Finals 2008

Congratulations to Rebecca Thompson, Serena Rimmer and Annabelle Hartley who competed over two weekends earlier in March, setting many personal best times. For all of the girls it was their first time of competing in a 50m pool. Special thanks to Ade Rimmer who coached and supported the girls throughout.

	    Notes From Head Coach
This is a plea to all parents and swimmers! Please do your utmost to be on time for your training sessions and be at the poolside, ready just prior to your scheduled time. Latecomers can seriously disrupt the session and quite often don’t even get time for a proper warm-up. 

Over the last two months I have attended a couple of schools galas, both primary and secondary. There were plenty of Otters involved and they really stood out. Well done to you all and particularly to Eleanor Cantwell, Rachel Turton, Mark Laverty and Robert Langton who all broke records at Everton Park.


	
	Support From Members and Parents
Ormskirk Otters relies heavily on the support from parents in order to provide funds for the hire of the pool, medals, trophies, transport to galas and the many extras that come along with a successful swimming club.

At the last AGM it was agreed that we would seek additional revenue where possible via external sources.

If there is any parent who knows of a company or a contact name of someone who will be able to help in this quest would you kindly contact one of the following people via the front desk or the contact us button on the website, Debbie Laverty (Gemma and Mark’s mum) Eric Turton (Rachel’s dad) or Sue Murrin-Bailey (Olivia’s mum).

Many thanks for your help.


	M&D LEAGUE
Otters won the 4th gala at Runcorn and now compete in the final gala in April where, barring a miracle, we will be promoted for next year. Team selection will be available shortly but all senior squad should be available.

MICROLEAGUE

The 2008 microleague season is upon us once again. All swimmers who will be aged 9-12 by 30 November 2008 are available for selection. Selection is based on your child’s times and the Club Championships are the main source of these. We were promoted last season to Division 2 so this will be a stiffer test-one which I know we are capable of rising to. 

	City of Liverpool Junior Development Squad

A number of our Junior squad are now training with Lesley Lloyd at Bootle and Picton 50m pool in this squad. If your child is interested in progressing further please see Kevin Walsh who will advise you about the entry standards and arrange for a trial if applicable.
Further information can also be obtained on 

www.colsc.net 




















Diary Dates


Sunday 13th April M&D Gala 5


Crosby, warm up 12pm.


Sunday 20th April Micro league Gala 1, Dunes Southport, warm up 5pm.


Sunday 27th April Micro league Gala 2, Salt Ayre, Lancaster, warm up 4.45pm.


Thursday 8th May Committee Meeting in café area at 8pm. Everyone welcome.


Sunday 18th May Club Championship Gala 2, warm up 3pm.


Saturday 21st June, bag packing in Morrisons, everyone welcome, please come along and help. tosupport your club. 


See Eric Turton (Rachel’s dad).





Sunday 22nd June Micro league Gala 3, Crosby, warm up 12pm.















































Please visit our website at www.ormskirkotters.co.uk


